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AB S T R AC T

DATA

The LGBT community is considered a contentious
topic of conversation among various religious
denominations. This research analyzes conflict
between sexual identity and religious beliefs of
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT)
adults. Despite retrospective studies investigating
attitudes towards same-sex relations, including
negative experiences within religious institutions
and facets of integrating diverse sexual identities,
the quantitative and qualitative data lacks the
perspective of LGBT individuals. This study
augments existing literature by utilizing data
conducted by the Pew Research Center in 2013.
Preliminary findings show that despite the abuse
LGBT individuals endure during the "coming out
process", most LGBT individuals do not experience
conflict between their religious and sexual
identities. Surprisingly, most lesbian adult women
are more likely to integrate their identities more
easily and with more success compared to gay men.

This study utilizes the Pew Research Center Survey of
LGBT Americans conducted in 2013, to examine conflict
between LGBT adults’ sexualities and religiosities. The
original survey sample included 1,197 self-identified
LGBT adults that were 18 years of age or older. The Pew
Research survey received the random sample of adults
who consented to be a part of the surveys.
• Cross-Tabulation and Chi Square tests (SPSS)
• Secondary Data Analysis of Quantitative and
Qualitative research studies. Data set derived from
PEW Research Center.
• Chart encapsulating data created by utilizing Excel.

RESULTS
I am not making any claims but findings from crosstabulation and Chi Square tests show that among those
who identify as Republican (40.70%) / or
Conservative (83.60%), attend religious services more
than once a week (51.60%), indicate that religion is
very important (36.00%), never been married
(29.20%), and are African American (49.40%), are
more likely to feel conflicted between their religious
and sexual identities.

H YP O T H E S IS AN D O B JE C T IVE S

Research Question:

Do LGBT adults feel their identities conflict with
their religious beliefs?

CONCLUSION

Hypothesis:

Those who identify as LGBT, are more likely to
feel conflicted with their sexual and religious
identities.

Objectives:
• Determine which groups within the LGBT
community are more likely to feel conflict
between their religious and sexual identities.
• Explore the intersectionality of religious and
sexual identities.

METHODS

Table 1: Shows a crosstabulation of independent variables and
the percentage of those who feel a conflict between their
religious and sexual identities. Level of significance is
represented by: ** P < .001 and * p < .05.

This study aims to address the conflicts LGBT
individuals endure by identifying as queer and having
religious beliefs. In addition, race, religious
importance/attendance, political orientation and
marriage status may correlate to positive or negative
attitudes regarding same-sex relations. Previous
findings show that lesbian women are more likely to
successfully integrate their sexual orientations and
religious beliefs. In addition to ease, lesbians are more
successful overall compared to their gay male
counterparts. Those who identify as male and attend
religious services more frequently are more likely to not
be accepting of homosexuality. The preliminary
findings support existing literature and show a positive
relation that the more religious an individual is, the
more likely they are to feel conflicted. In addition,
however, the current data lacks several key details that
this study aims to fill.

L IM IT AT IO N S
Although previous studies have shown a strong
correlation between religion and deep conflicts within
the LGB community, existing literature lacks the
perspective deriving directly from the LGBT
individual. This is highly important to include the
perspective of LGBT individuals because most
conflicts regarding religion and sexual orientations,
are experienced by LGBT individuals. Future research
could include larger scale qualitative interviewing that
is more inclusive to the whole LGBT community.
In the data set chosen, only 44 transgender
individuals were surveyed therefore, it is unclear
whether the transgender community was accurately
represented within the data. In addition to the Pew
Research Center 2013 data, literature still lacks the
perspective and inclusivity of the transgender
community. Therefore, my research lacks the
transgender community’s lived experiences and
perspectives with conflicted identities.
Thirdly, studies show that those who were
previously married and then divorced, were found to
be more likely to accept homosexuality, compared to
those who are currently married. In the category of
race, African Americans were found to be less
accepting of same-sex relations compared to their
white counterparts. Although studies clearly indicated
racial differences in the sense of acceptance, the
cultural backgrounds of the populations were not
explored by the Pew Research Center.
Lastly, the survey was conducted in 2013 before
gay marriage was legal in all 50 states and the current
presidency. This would be an interesting new result if
PEW included this question in their survey for 2020.
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